
Gospel Reading   -   Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

Lk 13: 22 - 30 
Jesus passed through towns and villages, 

teaching as he went and making his way to Jerusalem. 

Someone asked him, 

"Lord, will only a few people be saved?" 

He answered them, 

"Strive to enter through the narrow gate, 

for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter 

but will not be strong enough. 

After the master of the house has arisen and locked the door, 

then will you stand outside knocking and saying, 

'Lord, open the door for us.' 

He will say to you in reply, 

'I do not know where you are from. 
And you will say, 

'We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets.' 

Then he will say to you, 

'I do not know where you are from. 

Depart from me, all you evildoers!' 
And there will be wailing and grinding of teeth 

when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

and all the prophets in the kingdom of God 

and you yourselves cast out. 

And people will come from the east and the west 

and from the north and the south 

and will recline at table in the kingdom of God. 

For behold, some are last who will be first, 

and some are first who will be last." 

 

 

 

 

 

1st. Enter through 

the narrow gate. 

Why did Jesus 

answer the 

question this way? 

2nd. There are going 

to be others who 

think they have it 

made. I’m going to 

Heaven. But they 

get a surprise when 

they knock. Who 

might they be? 

FEAR                              

3rd. “Depart from 

me, all you 

evildoers!” 

You need to ask 

yourself a serious 

question              
4th. Am I striving to 

enter the narrow gate? 
Which Parable does this have 

similarities too?  

My Question: What 

% make it through 

the narrow gate?  

At the time of Jesus, there was a 

belief that salvation applied only 

to the Chosen People.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/12?13


In Matthew, it says, “I will not know you. I will only know those who do the will of my 

Father.” As we look upon the Saints, all they did was continue to say “yes” to God, while 

so many did not. 

When first asked, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” Jesus’ first word is “strive”. 

Actually, it’s a Greek word that it is translated from, meaning “you strive”. This changes the 

big question “Will many be saved or will few be saved?” He says, “Listen, you strive. You 

strive to enter through the narrow gate.”  

This is important because we all know those that will not choose to strive toward the narrow 

gate.  Regardless, we MUST continue to strive toward it…. 

Also, in Matthew – Jesus teaches about the narrow gate: 

“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to 

destruction, and those who enter through it are many. How narrow the gate and 

constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few.” (Mt 7:13-14) 

Very typically, Jesus here side-steps the direct question. He has no 

intention of satisfying our curiosity about the hidden mysteries of God’s 

will. Instead, he tells us what to do. 

Strive, fight, battle, make a great effort, focus your energy, be 

single minded in your determination! Be sure that there is 

only one way to life, and it’s narrow, and difficult!  

It seems to me that a major feature of modern Christianity, pretty well 

across the denominations, is a presumption of universal salvation. 

Scripture and Tradition stand massively against that idea. We have 

multiple sayings of the Lord and of his Apostles which explicitly deny it.  

The trouble is, if everyone will be saved anyway, there would seem to be 

no real need to evangelize. We would struggle also to explain why anyone 

should bother to be especially virtuous, or even particularly moral. 

Questions:  

• Is there a message of hope here?  

• Is this a motivational speech? 

• Does Jesus leave the question open as to “Who can be saved”?  

• There is something to be reflected upon in the phrase “I do not know where 

you come from,” as it is mentioned twice. When we are trying to get a sense 

of a person a question we might ask is, “Where are you from?” However, God 

knows us deeply as we read in Ps. 139. So, is it something else Jesus is 

enquiring about? 



Psalm 139: 1-6 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 

2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

    you discern my thoughts from far away. 

3 You search out my path and my lying down, 

    and are acquainted with all my ways. 

4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 

    O Lord, you know it completely. 

5 You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me. 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

    it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

 

• Which group will I be in?  

Jesus is warning me that just because I feel I am doing enough for him doesn't mean I 

am going to be in the group to be saved. I need to follow him with as much sincerity and 

honesty as I am capable of, doing his will and not my own. 

 

Prayer:  

Lord, I do desire to enter the narrow gate.  I choose to 

follow Your gentle voice, leading me to Heaven.  Help 

me to remain humble in life, shedding all that leads me 

to rely upon myself.  May I rely only upon You, 

dear Lord, and trust You in all things.  Jesus, I 

trust in You.  

St. Augustine said: “Work as if everything 

depended on you, but trust as if everything 

depended on God.” 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


